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Course Description:  This course is an introduction to the principles and practices of special education. We will examine schooling and dis/ability from a critical perspective using narrative accounts from teachers, students, and families who have lived experience with disability. The course content focuses on four general areas: 1) disability history and the development of inclusive schooling, 2) the legal context of special education, 3) special education disability categories, and 4) inclusive strategies. Interwoven into each of these four areas will be conversations about equity. We will discuss how disability often intersects with other identities such as race, gender, and socioeconomic status to create nuanced experiences for students and families. 

Books Required:
The following texts are required for this course and are available through the university bookstore:

Collins, K. M. (2013). Ability profiling and school failure: One child’s struggle to be seen as competent. (2nd ed). Routledge. 

Frank, & Richards, S. (2021). Essentials of special education: what educators need to know. Routledge.

The Collins and Frank & Richards texts are available as free e-text through the library website. The supplemental text is not mandatory but can be helpful as you prepare for group presentations. 

Course Objectives

At the end of this course, you will be able to:

1.  Describe the 13 disability categories covered under IDEA, distinguishing between high incidence and low incidence disabilities.

2.  Compare and contrast several disability models and make connections between the various models and how they might inform different understandings of disability. 

3.  Describe key aspects of disability history in the United States.

4.  Describe the legal context of special education and several key court cases that serve as legal precedence for the rights of students with disabilities.

5.  Discuss disability pride, disability justice, and issues of equity pertaining to special education.

6.  Describe the related services for individuals with disabilities at different chronological ages.

7.  Discuss the role of parent and family involvement in special education and related service programs.

8.  Identify the importance of collaboration in special education.

9.  Identify, describe, and utilize strategies for inclusion in the classroom and community. 

Note: The syllabus, course schedule, and readings are subject to minor adjustments as determined by the instructor. Please check Canvas on a regular basis. 
		
Canvas Information:
You have been entered into the IL 1580/2500 worksite on Canvas. I will post course readings, important information, and additional resources here. You will submit ALL assignments using Canvas. Additionally, you can keep track of your grades using the Canvas. Check your grades regularly to make sure there are no errors and that you didn’t miss anything.

Accommodations
I am committed to a climate of mutual respect and full participation. My goal is to create a learning environment that is usable, equitable, inclusive, and welcoming. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment or achievement, I invite you to meet with me to discuss additional strategies that might be helpful to your success in this course. 

If you believe you need academic adjustments (accommodations) for a disability please contact Disability Resources and Services (DRS), 140 William Pitt Union (412) 648-7890, drsrecep@pitt.edu, (412) 228-5347 for P3 ALS users, as early as possible in the term to discuss your needs and the process for requesting academic adjustments.  DRS is responsible for coordinating disability related academic adjustments and will determine reasonable accommodations for this course. Since academic adjustments may require planning and generally are not provided retroactively, please contact ODS as soon as possible.

University of Pittsburgh Teacher Education Attendance Policy
The teacher education faculty at the University of Pittsburgh view our courses as communities of practice.  This means that we gather for collective critical inquiry and reflection that is focused on building shared knowledge over time.  To be an active member of our community of practice, it is important to attend face to face courses prepared to engage with the course instructor, course colleagues, and course materials.  While we believe course attendance adds value to the community of practice, we also know there may be times when students must miss class to attend to other needs.  In these cases, you are afforded up to one absence per course hour.  This class meets once per week for two hours and thirty minutes, so you are permitted one absence. Absences should be reserved for illness or unavoidable personal conflicts.  Please see individual course syllabi, course instructors, and your program coordinator for additional information regarding attendance or absences that extend beyond this policy.

Email Policy 
Please allow up to 24 hours for an email response from me. If you email me on a Friday, I will respond on or before the end of the day on Monday. If you email me over the weekend, there is a chance I won’t see your email until Monday. Please put “Urgent” in the subject line if you have an emergency that requires an immediate response. 

Classroom Dispositions
1. Come to class with your readings complete and be ready to engage meaningfully with the content. Bring the assigned readings to class with you because we will refer to these often and engage with them for class activities. 
2. Cell phone use is inappropriate in the classroom. If you have an emergency, you are free to use your phone outside of the classroom. Students who fail to respect this policy may be asked to leave the class. 
3. During class time, your laptop and tablets should be used solely for the purpose of the course. If you are seen using your device for non-course related purposes, I will discuss this with you. If it continues, I reserve the right to prohibit the use of personal electronics outside of their use as assistive technology for students with documented disabilities and needs.

Assignment Guidelines 
Assignments should be completed and submitted via Canvas by the due date. All assignments are due on Tuesday at 6pm unless otherwise noted. Special circumstances will be considered if you communicate with me prior to the assignment being late. If you submit a late assignment without discussing it with me, you should expect a 50% reduced point value on that assignment and a delay in the grade being posted.

· All papers must be in APA format, typed, double spaced, in 12-point font, with standard 1-inch margins. For guidance on APA format, please visit https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html
· Be highly descriptive in your writing so that if a film producer/director were reading your work they would be able to recreate the scene or situation you have described. Do not be afraid to share details or to use active verbs and descriptive adjectives. Be specific in your writing – illustrate your points with concrete examples.
· Be sure not to assume your reader knows what you know or even that the reader knows about the topic you are writing about. In other words, write as if you are writing for an audience that is completely unfamiliar with your writing topic. 
· Be sure to carefully edit and spell check your work. 	
· Review the rubric for the assignment and ask yourself if the paper meets the specific requirements of the assignment. 		                   





