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Fall 2024
Death and Dying – Graduate Course Outline

	️Instructor:
	Sara Cramer M.S, CCLS, CIMI

	 Office:
	Asynchronous online course - No on-campus office

	Email:
	SMC229@pitt.edu (will respond withing 24-48 hours)

	Office Hours:
	By appointment only



Course Description:
This course focuses on the study of death and dying as well as the value of human life.  Students will examine theories and concepts of death education and demonstrate the ability to accurately apply them to grief and coping.  In addition, cultural and religious perspectives will be discussed. Emphasis will be given to strategies for working with children and adolescents as well as those who are terminally ill. These strategies include coping and preparation for the funeral, burial, and end of life-process. Students will also be encouraged to share their own experiences with death, dying and coping. 
Specific Learner Objectives/Competencies:
1. Understand theories about, and research on, coping with death, dying, and other losses.
2. Accurately apply theories and concepts to grief and coping with loss.
3. Relate to the personal and emotional aspects of death, dying, and loss.
4. Discuss the perception, understanding, and misconceptions of death/loss/grief in infants, toddlers, preschoolers, school age children, and adolescents
5. Discuss personal and cultural-religious attitudes toward death and grief.
6. Discuss strategies for dealing with terminal illness.
7. Describe the various research method and principles of research utilized in the death and dying research.
8. Gain a contextual view of issues that may influence individuals' coping with loss and experiences of grief.
9. Recognize a range of loss experiences and know how to support people in their experiences of loss and grief.
10. Become familiar with medical, legal, financial, and cross-cultural issues related to death and dying.
11. Discuss the importance of preparing and supporting children during the funeral process.
12. Discuss the value of human life.
13. List various community supports dealing with grief.
14. Discuss strategies in preparing children and adolescents for the funeral/burial/end of life-process. 
15. Discuss coping strategies for children and adolescents using play and expressive arts.

*** This course is conducted completely on-line.  Students are responsible for the same amount of content and written work as in the traditional, on-site courses.  Students are encouraged to stay current with assigned readings and assignments. Students may need to work on some aspect of the course (readings, lectures, assignments, discussions) throughout the week to stay on top of course material. *




Course Requirements

The following are the course activities and assignments. Full assignment instructions can be found in Canvas.




️Group Discussion 
You will have the opportunity to discuss current topics and issues with your classmates. Your contribution and your responses to your peers will be the bulk of your grade. 


[image: Quiz 2 Clip Art at Clker.com - vector ...] Quiz 
To assess your knowledge on the course outline and Canvas, one quiz will be taken at the beginning of the term. 


Lesson Assignments 
To assess your knowledge, you will complete assignments related to the topics learned during the week. 



















Papers/Projects (35%)
Papers/projects will be submitted throughout the term that will relate to the concepts learned in our course. 

Life Review: In this short paper, you will have the option of creating your own obituary or writing a life review. 

Book Review/Proposal: This assignment will give you the opportunity to choose and review a book related to Death and Dying.

Final Project/Proposal: At the end of the term, you will submit a final project. More details to come! 


Extra Credit
Extra credit opportunities will be given to students who participate in class by submitting assignments on time. It is your responsibility to ask for an assignment and only one assignment will be offered throughout the term. 
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Course Outline/Schedule

Course Outline is subject to change by instructor discretion. If any part of the schedule is changed, students will be informed via email and Canvas.
All assignments will be due by 11:59pm (ET) on the intended due date (unless otherwise specified).

	Week #
(Dates)
	Topic(s) for the Week
	What do I need to read?
	What do I need to turn in?

	Module 1/Week 1 
(8/26 – 9/1)

	Attitudes Toward Death and Dying
	Information in Canvas
Eyetsemitan – Ch. 1

	Discussion board 
Initial post due – 9/1
Responses due – 9/1

Quiz – Due 9/1


	Module 2/Week 2
(9/2 – 9/8)

	The Socialization of Death and Dying
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 2
Module resources

	Lesson assignment – Due 9/8

Book Proposal – Due 9/8


	Module 3/Week 3
(9/9 – 9/15)

	Historical and Cultural Perspectives on Death and Dying
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 3
Module resources
Book for book review



	Discussion board 
Initial post due – 9/12
Responses due – 9/15

Lesson Assignment – Due 9/15


	Module 4/Week 4
(9/16 – 9/22)
	Death Systems
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 4
Module resources
Book for book review

	Lesson Assignment – Due 9/22



	Module 5/Week 5
(9/23 – 9/29)
	Healthcare
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 5
Module resources
Book for book review



	Discussion Board 
Initial Post Due – 9/26
Responses Due – 9/29

Assignment: Life Review – Due 9/29


	Module 6/Week 6
(9/30 – 10/6)
	End-of-Life Decisions
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 6
Module resources
Book for book review


	Discussion Board 
Initial Post Due – 10/3
Responses Due – 10/6

Lesson Assignment – Due 10/6


	


Module 7/Week 7
(10/7 – 10/13)
	

Views and Treatment of Life-Threatening Diseases
	


Eyetsemitan – Ch. 7
Module resources
Book for book review


	

-*
Final Project Proposal – due 10/13

	Module 8/Week 8
(10/14 – 10/20)

Fall Break 10/14 – 10/15
	Death Rituals and Final Act on Dead Bodies
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 8
Module resources
Book for book review



	Discussion Board
Initial Post Due – 10/20
Responses Due – 10/20

Article Critique - Due 10/20


	Module 9 /Week 9
(10/21 – 10/27)
	The Experience of Loss
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 9
Module resources
Book for book review



	Discussion Board 
Initial Post Due – 10/24
Responses Due – 10/27


Lesson Assignment – Due 10/27 


	Module 10/Week 10
(10/28 – 11/3)
	The Dying Experiences of Children and Adolescents
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 10
Module resources
Book for book review



	Assignment: Book Review Due 11/3 (11:59pm)


	Module 11/Week 11
(11/4 – 11/10)
	The Dying Experiences of Adults
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 11
Module resources



	Discussion Board 
Initial Post Due – 11/7
Responses Due – 11/10

Lesson Assignment – Due 11/10


	Module 12/Week 12
(11/11 – 11/17)
	Suicide
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 12
Module resources


	Discussion Board
Initial Post Due – 11/14
Responses Due – 11/17


	Module 13/Week 13
(11/18 11/24)


	Death Caused by Accidents, Violence, and Trauma
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 13
Module resources


	Lesson Assignment – Due 11/24 



	Module 14/Week 14
(11/25 – 12/1)

	Thanksgiving Break! Enjoy!

	
	

	Module 15/Week 15
(12/2 – 12/6)
	Afterlife Beliefs
The Way Forward
	Eyetsemitan – Ch. 14 & 15
Module resources

	Discussion Board 
Initial Post Due – 12/4
Responses Due – 12/6

Final Project – Due 12/6


	
	
	
	



Grading

To determine your final grade in the course, I will calculate your percentage by dividing your total earned points by the total points possible. The grading scale is below:

	97% & above
	A+
	77%-79%
	C+
	Below 60%
	F

	93%-96%
	A
	73%-76%
	C
	
	

	90%-92%
	A-
	70%-72%
	C-
	
	

	87%-89%
	B+
	67%-69%
	D+
	
	

	83%-86%
	B
	63%-66%
	D
	
	

	80%-82%
	B-
	60%-62%
	D-
	
	



Latework

Policies regarding submitting work past the intended deadline can be found in our course. 
                   
Student Opinion of Teaching Surveys
Students in this class will be asked to complete a Student Opinion of Teaching Survey. Surveys will be sent via Pitt email and appear on your CourseWeb landing page during the last three weeks of class meeting days. Your responses are anonymous. Please take time to thoughtfully respond, your feedback is important to me. Read more about Student Opinion of Teaching Surveys.
University Policies
Academic Integrity
Students in this course will be expected to comply with the University of Pittsburgh’s Policy on Academic Integrity. Any student suspected of violating this obligation for any reason during the semester will be required to participate in the procedural process, initiated at the instructor level, as outlined in the University Guidelines on Academic Integrity. This may include, but is not limited to, the confiscation of the examination of any individual suspected of violating University Policy. Furthermore, no student may bring any unauthorized materials to an exam, including dictionaries and programmable calculators.
To learn more about Academic Integrity, visit the Academic Integrity Guide for an overview of the topic. For hands- on practice, complete the Understanding and Avoiding Plagiarism tutorial

Disability Services
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and Disability Resources and Services (DRS), 140 William Pitt Union, (412) 648-7890, drsrecep@pitt.edu, (412) 228-5347 for P3 ASL users, as early as possible in the term. DRS will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodations for this course.
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