
TLL 1580/2500: Foundations of Special Education
Summer 2024

Course Description:  This course is an introduction to the principles and practices of special education. We will examine schooling and dis/ability from a critical perspective using narrative accounts from teachers, students, and families who have lived experience with disability. The course content focuses on four general areas: 1) disability history and the development of special education, 2) the legal context of special education, 3) special education disability categories, and 4) inclusive strategies. Interwoven into each of these four areas will be conversations about equity. 

Books Required:
The following texts are required for this course and are available through the university bookstore:

Frank, & Richards, S. (2021). Essentials of special education: what educators need to know. Routledge.

The Frank & Richards text is available as free e-text through the library website. 

Course Objectives

At the end of this course, you will be able to:

1.  Describe the 13 disability categories covered under IDEA, distinguishing between high incidence and low incidence disabilities.

2.  Compare and contrast several disability models and make connections between the various models and how they might inform different understandings of disability. 

3.  Describe key aspects of disability history in the United States.

4.  Describe the legal context of special education and several key court cases that serve as legal precedence for the rights of students with disabilities.

5.  Discuss disability pride, disability justice, and issues of equity pertaining to special education.

6.  Describe the related services for individuals with disabilities at different chronological ages.

7.  Discuss the role of parent and family involvement in special education and related service programs.

8.  Identify the importance of collaboration in special education.

9.  Identify, describe, and utilize strategies for inclusion in the classroom and community. 






