Teaching Young English Language Learners
TLL 1045 Summer Term 2024
Early Childhood in Florence Study Abroad Program

Instructor:   Michelle J. Sobolak, PhD.
Email:  mjsobolak@pitt.edu
Course Description:  As the number of English Learners (ELs) continues to grow in United States schools there is an increased need for highly qualified teachers to instruct them.  This course will be an introduction into the varied theories and practices of teaching young English Learners.  We will look at prominent research in the field of second language acquisition as well as Best Instructional Practices used in the classroom. The unique learning experience of linguistically and culturally diverse students will be discussed as well. 

Course Objectives:
1. Students will explore how English learners are identified, assessed, and serviced in our schools.
2. Students will look at various strategies used in classrooms across the U.S. to instruct young English learners.

3. Students will acquire knowledge of the more prominent theories of second language acquisition and how research affects instruction.

4. Students will be introduced to the principles of culturally relevant pedagogy and will be able to examine ways to adapt instruction and classroom context to address the needs of culturally, linguistically and ethnically diverse learners.
5. Students will address the aspect of sociolinguistics in second language acquisition and how it effects student learning.

6. Students will understand how learning policy effects the education of culturally and linguistically diverse students.
7. Students will understand collaboration between ESL and general ed/content area teachers to better support the learning of English learners.

8. Students will be able to work with English learners to complete an assessment and language evaluation assignment for this course.
Required Readings
Readings are posted on Canvas.  Please download before you leave the U.S.
Schedule of Class Discussions
	Date
	Discussion 

	Reading, Listening, Watching
	Due

	Class 

Monday, May 13

TLL 1042/1045 combined 
	Reggio, Waldorf and Montessori

Preparing for our trip to Reggio
	Montessori, Waldorf, and Reggio Emilia: A Comparative Analysis of Alternative Models of Early Childhood Education (available on Canvas) 
100 Languages of Children (will watch in class)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQtLOu99BfE

	

	Class 
May 15
10:00a-noon

	Introduction
Who are English learners?  

The changing landscape of education in the U.S.
WIDA Consortium

World Class Instructional Design and Assessment
English learners, emergent bilinguals and multilingual learners

Policies and programs designed to educate English Learners


	Read BEFORE Class :  
OELA Fast Facts
Languages 
https://ncela.ed.gov/files/fast_facts/olea-top-languages-fact-sheet-20191021-508.pdf
Fast Facts:  Language Programs 
https://ncela.ed.gov/files/fast_facts/19-0353_Del4.4_InstructionalPrograms_122319_508.pdf
PA Department of Education Culturally Responsive and Sustaining Education competencies (focus on competency 7)

https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/Teachers-Administrators/Certification%20Preparation%20Programs/Framework%20Guidelines%20and%20Rubrics/Culturally-Relevant%20and%20Sustaining%20Education%20Program%20Framework%20Guidelines.pdf
In-Class: 

Can Do Philosophy – WIDA 2 min. (will watch in class)
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/can-do-philosophy-video
Coming to America – English Learners Speak Out (will watch in class) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uUiXtCgq19M
National Clearinghouse for English Language Acquisition Fact Sheets
https://ncela.ed.gov/fact-sheets

	

	Class 

May 16

Asynchronous 
	
	Welcoming Environments
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/dll-creating-environments.pdf
Family Environments 

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/ABCs-Family-Engagement.pdf
Multilingual Learners and Special Education

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/5-myths-about-english-language-learners-ells-and-special-education
Connecting with Families

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/connecting-ell-families-strategies-success

	

	Class 
May 20
10:00-noon
	Overview of Theories of Second Language Acquisition

Common misconceptions about teaching ELs and working within the EL community
Assessments and Policies

PA Dept of Ed (PDE)

ESSA


	Read BEFORE Class:  
Young Children Learning Multiple Language FAQs
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/school/Pages/7-Myths-Facts-Bilingual-Children-Learning-Language.aspx
Fast Facts-Dual Language Programs
https://ncela.ed.gov/files/fast_facts/19-0389_Del4.4_DualLanguagePrograms_122319_508.pdf
PA Department of Ed School Code 
https://www.education.pa.gov/Policy-Funding/BECS/PACode/Pages/EducatingELs.aspx
In-Class: 

Understanding the Silent Period

https://choiceliteracy.com/article/understanding-the-silent-period-with-english-language-learners/
Becoming Bilingual/PBS (will watch in class- 30 minutes) 
https://www.colorincolorado.org/becoming-bilingual

	Asynchronous 

Class Notes 

	Class 
May 23
2:30p-4:30p

	Learning about language structure

Vocabulary/reading and writing

Academic Language
BICS and CALP

	Read BEFORE Class:

Code Switching (read prior to class) 
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/code-switching-why-it-matters-eng.pdf
Rights of Children to Enroll in US Schools 

https://www.colorincolorado.org/sites/default/files/dcl-factsheet-201405.pdf
In-Class:  

Characteristics of Academic English in the ESL classroom

http://iteslj.org/Articles/Uribe-AcademicEnglish.html#:~:text=Scholars%20tend%20to%20distinguish%20between,used%20in%20everyday%2C%20ordinary%20situations.

What it Feels Like to be an English Learner (will watch in class) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzTbdw3bV7M

	

	Class 

ONLINE

May 22-24

	Vocabulary acquisition and development in the content areas

Lesson Plan Modifications

Differentiating Instruction


	Preparing for instruction : 
WIDA Making Connections Guide w/Exemplar Lessons

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/connection-maryland.pdf
Language Planning Annotated Guide: pages 26-27

Language Planning Tool/Lesson Plan: pages 28-29

Exemplar Lessons: pages 30-45

Walqui

Scaffolding Instruction

Supporting Academic Vocabulary 

https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/academic-vocabulary-development

	Code Switching Workbook
Due 

	Class 
May 28
10:00a-noon
	Bilingual Education

Dual Language Learners

Administration of an English Learner’s program
	Read BEFORE Class:  
Dual Language Instruction Supports Young Learners 
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture-language/multicultural-principles-early-childhood-leaders/dual-language-instruction-supports-young-learners
Early Years Can Do Descriptors

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/CanDo-Descriptors-Early-Years.pdf
In-Class:
Kindergartner Screener 1:00.00. (first 28 min)
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/introducing-wida-screener-kindergarten
Welcoming Preschools (will watch in class) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09PrmLppQ1A&t=126s
NAEYC DLL Jigsaw articles 

Importance of Culturally Relevant Instruction for Multilingual learners

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HU80AxmP-U&t=2s
Lesson Revision Work Time 

	Teaching Vocabulary DUE MAY 27th 

	Class 

May 29

10:00-noon
	Combined TLL 1042/1045

Course wrap-up and reflection 
	
	Lesson Plan Revision Due 


Course Grades
Asynchronous Course Notes



  5 points
May 20

Code Switching Workbook




20 points
May 23

Teaching Vocabulary




15 points
May 27
Lesson Plan Revision 




20 points 
May 29
Cultural Event Report




15 points
July 8
Your Experience as an Italian Language Learner
15  points
July 8
Class Participation





10 points
varies

Total:


      




100 points
Course Assignments
Asynchronous Course Notes:  Please read/view the asynchronous course materials and take notes on the note taking sheet provided on Canvas.  Please submit your notes. 
Teaching Vocabulary: You may choose to work with a partner on this assignment. Select a favorite children’s book or use the book you brought to Italy. Go through the book and select eight words that will support ELs’ understanding of the main idea of the book. Be careful not to choose words just because they would be easy or fun to teach. How could you teach the words you have selected? What objects, demonstrations, or explanations would help? When submitting your assignment, first write the title of the book and a short review of the book. Then list the eight words that you have focused on and provide student friendly definitions.  Use the resource https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english to draft your student friendly definitions. Lastly, describe how you would teach each of the words.  This resource may be helpful:   https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/english-language-learners/articles/vocabulary-development-ells
. Remember you cannot teach new vocabulary words with only narrative, vocabulary explanation. 
Lesson Plan Revision:  You may choose to work with a group of up to 4 on this assignment. Choose one of the two lesson plans posted on Canvas to revise to better support multi-lingual learners. While you might find that the changes needed are minimal, consider what you need to modify throughout the full lesson plan.  To support this work, refer to: https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/how-develop-lesson-plan-includes-ells
To complete this assignment, insert comments into the Word document lesson plan and supporting materials.  Be sure to make modifications throughout the lesson plan. 

Code Switching Activities:  At the link below, you will find the Head Start Workbook focused on working with ELs and Code Switching.  Read the workbook and complete the portions that are designed as teacher training activities.  Exercises to complete can be found on pages: 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 24.  Then take a screenshot of each of these completed exercises and upload as one document. 
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/code-switching-why-it-matters-eng.pdf
Cultural Event Report:  You may choose to work with a partner on this assignment. Choose an event from the My Education Calendar.  After attending the event write a report that includes:  1) A brief description of the event, 2) How this event impacted your learning, 3) Why you chose this event, 4) What did you learn, and 

5) How did you feel, as an Italian Language Learner at this event. 
Reflection of Your Experience as an Italian Language Learner:  Sometimes, as teachers, it is difficult to truly understand the feelings and position of our students who are ELLs.  Being in a country outside of the U.S., and not having full proficiency in the Italian language, helps us to understand more how it is, every day, to not fluently understand the language of our environment.  This assignment should be worked on throughout your stay in Italy.  I would suggest that you journal as much as possible to look back and reflect on your experiences.  Please make sure to reflect upon the following:

1) The pros and cons of being immersed in a culture different from your own.

2) The cultural experience as part of your social experience.  Were you ever wishing to be back in the U.S.?  Were there things that you had to get used to socially, things that you never did get used to, things that you learned from social events about being a non-native speaker?

3) What were the cognitive demands that you encountered as a non-native speaker?  Was it difficult to not be able to understand all that was spoken to you?  Were you tired of trying to translate or understand the second language?  Most of the Italian that you were using was no doubt conversational language.  How would it differ if you were being taught in the second language?

4) How would you reflect upon your overall experience as a student who is a second language learner?  Discuss the pros and cons of this experience.  
Class Participation – Whole and Small Group Discussions: Active participation in this class will be very important for both your acquisition of knowledge, and for your understanding of the issues that surround the lives of many second language learners.  You will be expected to be present for the synchronous weekly meeting having read the materials listed on the syllabus.  Absences will result in 2-point loss per class missed/lack of participation. (10 points)

Assessment
All assignments will be graded on a points basis.  Final grades will be based on the percentage of total points received, according to the scale below:

A         94-100%

A-        91-93%

B+       88-90%

B-        81-83%

C+       78-80%

C         74-77%

C-        71-73%

D+       68-70%

D         64-67%

D-        60-64%

F          0-59%

 

Course Policies: 
All work should be submitted through the Canvas webpage and should be typed. 

Work is expected to be submitted on time. Assignments will lose 10% for each day late and will not be accepted after 3 days post due date (weekends included).  Requests for a submission extension must occur prior to the due date.  

University of Pittsburgh Policy Statements:

Academic Integrity. Students in this course will be expected to comply with the University of Pittsburgh's Policy on Academic Integrity. Any student suspected of violating this obligation for any reason during the semester will be required to participate in the procedural process, initiated at the instructor level, as outlined in the University Guidelines on Academic Integrity. This may include, but is not limited to, the confiscation of the examination of any individual suspected of violating University Policy. Furthermore, no student may bring any unauthorized materials to an exam, including dictionaries and programmable calculators.

Disability Services. If you have a disability that requires special testing accommodations or other classroom modifications, you need to notify both the instructor and Disability Resources and Services no later than the second week of the term. You may be asked to provide documentation of your disability to determine the appropriateness of accommodations. To notify Disability Resources and Services, call (412) 648-7890 (Voice or TTD) to schedule an appointment. The Disability Resources and Services office is located in 140 William Pitt Union on the Oakland campus.

Statement on Classroom Recording. To ensure the free and open discussion of ideas, students may not record classroom lectures, discussion and/or activities without the advance written permission of the instructor, and any such recording properly approved in advance can be used solely for the student’s own private use.

 

TLL Grievance Policy.  If a student feels that they have been treated unfairly or wish to appeal a grade, they should follow the following protocol:

The student should talk directly to the faculty member to attempt to resolve the matter.

If the matter cannot be resolved at that level, the student should talk to the relevant program coordinator.

If the matter remains unresolved, the student should talk to the associate chair of TLL.

If needed, the student should next talk to the SOE associate dean of students.

If the matter still remains unresolved, the student should file a written statement of charges with the Dean’s designated Academic Integrity Administrative Officer.
 

