TLL 2535
Communication Skills for Students with Visual Impairments
University of Pittsburgh/ Program in Visual Impairments & Blindness
Summer 2024

Instructor:	Frances Mary D’Andrea, Ph.D.
Office: 		5129 Posvar Hall
		University of Pittsburgh
		Pittsburgh, PA  15213
Work phone:	412-648-7329 (by appointment)
E-mail:	 	fmd22@pitt.edu

Online Course:  Monday, May 13—August 3, 2024
Required Weekend Workshop: Saturday and Sunday, June 22-23, 2024

Course Description and Purpose

The underlying premise of this course is that reading permeates all content area learning and must be the basis on which course content is built.  This course is designed to acquaint pre-service teachers with the structures, strategies, and approaches to teaching reading (including in the content areas), particularly for teachers of students with visual impairments (TVI) who provide direct instruction in braille literacy as well as support literacy education for students with low vision provided by other educators. It will help students focus on understanding the TVI's role in literacy instruction while developing the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to meet the literacy needs of their future students.  The core principles as defined by the Pennsylvania Structured Literacy Program Framework Guidelines are phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and written expression. Other important components will also be covered, and how these areas are part of compensatory skills in the Expanded Core Curriculum.

Objectives
Together we will:
· Explore the roles of TVIs in reading and writing instruction, including the general education classroom and working with the general education team;
· Develop skills and strategies for teaching braille reading and writing;
· Understand the components of the reading process including phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and written expression and how they can be taught to children with visual impairments; 
· Develop knowledge and skills to address the literacy needs of students with visual impairments including those with additional disabilities;
· Develop strategies for all students to better comprehend texts (e.g., background knowledge, language comprehension, etc.); 
· Focus on a variety of reading assessment practices and educational materials; 
· Understand the connection between reading and writing; 
· Demonstrate the ability to create emergent literacy activities as well as a print-braille books for young braille-readers; 
· Investigate methods, materials and resources related to braille instruction for students with visual impairment or blindness including those with additional disabilities and those with existing print skills who are beginning braille;
· Develop lesson plans that combine reading and writing with the content area and that support diversity, utilize technology, and promote effective communication. 

Required Texts

1. Kamei-Hannan, C. & Ricci, L.A. (2015). Reading connections: Strategies for teaching students with visual impairments. New York, NY: AFB Press 
Available from APH Press: https://www.aph.org/product/reading-connections-strategies-for-teaching-students-with-visual-impairments/

2. Swenson, A. (2015). Beginning with Braille, 2nd Edition. New York, NY: AFB Press
   Available from APH Press: https://www.aph.org/product/beginning-with-braille-firsthand-experiences-with-a-balanced-approach-to-literacy-2/

Recommended Texts

Wormsley, D.P. (2016). I-M-ABLE, or the Individualized Meaning-Centered Approach to Braille Literacy Education, New York, NY: AFB Press.
Available from APH Press: https://www.aph.org/product/i-m-able-individualized-meaning-centered-approach-to-braille-literacy-education/

Supplemental Texts and Materials

Additional articles and materials will be posted on the Canvas site. 

Course Requirements: 6 activities: 300 total points 

1. Required Weekend Workshop (50 points) Two-Day Weekend Workshop Saturday and Sunday, June 22-23, 2024. This face-to-face workshop is a requirement of this course; if you do not attend, you will receive a G grade for the course and will need to attend next summer. 
2. Creation of a braille reading game for young readers (25 points). You will make a game that will help children practice braille skills, take photos of it, and write a paper describing it.  The full description of this project is provided in the Assignments tab on Canvas.
3. Adaptive books project (30 points):  Select three picture books and describe how to make this book more accessible and interactive for students who are blind or visually impaired.  The full description of this project is provided in the Assignments tab on Canvas.
4. Literacy Unit Development Plan (40 points):  You and a partner will be required to develop a teaching mini-unit based on best practices for literacy instruction. A format for this unit will be posted in the Assignments tab on Canvas. You will be paired with a classmate for this activity. 
5. Print-Braille Book (30 points): You will create a print-braille book using Brailabels (which will be provided to you). The description of this project is provided in the Assignments tab on Canvas.
6. Quizzes (3@25 pts each, for 75 total points):  You will take 3 quizzes that relate to the material learned in the text and in class. Each closed-book test will be worth 20 points and will be a mixture of multiple choice, true/false, and essay/short answer style. Each exam will be taken via the Canvas portal.  
7. Discussion Board (50 points):  You will use the discussion board to communicate with your classmates and discuss on five topics. This is considered your "participation" grade, but beyond simply "showing up" online, you will be graded for your contributions to the discussion. This is an important part of the course! See the grading rubric below for the discussion board.

Grading Rubric for the Discussion Board:

	0 Points
	2 Points
	5 Points
	10 Points

	 
Did not participate
 (i.e., failed to post a contribution)
 
	 
Limited participation
in the discussion. Indicators include:
• posting only one contribution, 
• posting only on one day of the discussion (even if it's multiple times),
• contributing a post that isn’t clearly related to the theoretical, empirical or educational significance of the discussion (e.g., posts that only agree with a classmate but makes no other contribution)
 
	 
Satisfactory participation
in the discussion. Indicators include:
• posting at least two significant contributions throughout the week (that means more than 1 day!);
• responding to a colleague with substantial content;
• contributing at least one post that adds to the theoretical, empirical or educational significance of the discussion
 
	 
Exemplary participation
in the discussion. Indicators include:
• posting multiple contributions that have substantial content;
• posting over the length of the week's discussion not just on one day or only on the last day; &
• contributing posts that consistently add to the theoretical, empirical or educational significance of the discussion that week
 





Final Grade:
Weekend workshop: 		50 points
Brl reading game: 		25 points
Adaptive books: 		30 points	
Unit Development: 		40 points
Print-braille book: 		30 points
Discussion board: 		50 points
Quizzes (3 @25 pts each): 	75 points
Total:				300 points

282-300 points:	94-100% = A			
270-281 points:	90-93% = A-				
261-269points: 	87-89% = B+		 
252-260points: 	84-86% = B	
240-250 points:	80-83% = B-
79% (C+) or below, must repeat the course

LATE WORK:  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  If you have an emergency that necessitates you needing an extension on a deadline, you must notify me by email before the due date that your work should be posted.  

Submission of Work: All assignments must be typed, double spaced with 1 inch margins. Print should be 12 point Arial or Calibri font. All papers must follow guidelines from the APA Publication Manual, 7th Edition. The assignments should be well-written and comprehensive. You will lose credit for typographical errors, grammatical errors, and language that does not follow APA guidelines, including the use of person-first language. Your name must be on each paper.

Academic Integrity 
Students in this course will be expected to comply with University of Pittsburgh's Policy on Academic Integrity. Any student suspected of violating this obligation for any reason during the semester will be required to participate in the procedural process, initiated at the instructor level, as outlined in the University Guidelines on Academic Integrity. This may include, but is not limited to, the confiscation of the examination of any individual suspected of violating University Policy. Furthermore, no student may bring any unauthorized materials to an exam, including dictionaries and programmable calculators. 

Academic Integrity Guidelines 
All students enrolled in courses offered through the University of Pittsburgh’s Department of Education are expected to observe the same code of academic honesty required of all University of Pittsburgh students.  The conduct below constitutes a violation of this code:
1. Taking of Information
Copying graded assignments from another student.  Each written assignment must be the student’s own work.
2. Tendering of Information
• Giving your work to another student to be copied.
• Sharing answers to a quiz or an examination.
• Telling another student about the contents of a quiz or examination.
3. Plagiarism
“To present as one’s own work, the ideas, representations, or words of another, or to permit another to present one’s own work without customary and proper acknowledgement of sources”  (University of Pittsburgh Guidelines on Academic Integrity, p. 5)

Accommodations
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and Disability Resources and Services, 140 William Pitt Union, 412-648-7890 as early as possible in the term.


