Course Syllabus
 Edit
University of Pittsburgh
Department of Teaching, Learning and Leadership
TLL 1042/2042:  Language and Literature for the Young Child
Fall 2023
 Instructor:  Patricia A. Crawford, Ph.D.     
Email:  pcrawfor@pitt.edu                                       
 Office:  5146 Wesley W. Posvar Hall
 
Office Hours:  By appointment
 
Catalog Description:  An introduction to language development, literature, and literary experiences for children in Pre-K to grade 4.
 
Course Overview:  The purpose of this course is to provide students with a wide range of information related to language and literature for young children.  Attention will be given to applied theories and stages of oral language development, transitions from oral to written expression, and the selection and use of quality literature with children, birth through grade 4.  Students will explore a variety of literature and investigate the pedagogical components that offer invitations for young readers to engage with texts and respond to them in different developmentally appropriate ways. Methods of instruction include, but are not limited to the following:  lecture, discussions, exploration and deconstruction of student writing and drawing samples, literature study groups, pedagogical modeling, technology via use of the Internet, DVDs, and other appropriate media, and individual, small group, and whole class activities.
 
Audience:  This course is intended for students who are seeking PreK-Grade 4 teacher certification.  Other interested students may also be admitted.
 
Expected Learning Outcomes: 
· The student will be able to identify broad theories of language development.
· The student will be able to distinguish key stages in oral language development.
· The student will be able to articulate and implement a variety of techniques to support oral language development among young children in both home and school settings.
· The student will be familiar with language systems and be able to evaluate children’s writing samples for these systems
· The student will begin to develop a personal philosophy of teaching and learning about the integrated language arts with young children.
· The student will have a working understanding of reader response theory and its application to literature for the young child
· The student will become competent in the identification, selection, and assessment of books in the various literacy genres and across a variety of picturebook formats
· The student will relate the selection of literature to the physical, emotional, social, intellectual, and aesthetic needs of students
· The student will identify contributions of notable authors and illustrators of books for young children
· The student will become accomplished in the selection and implementation of pedagogical techniques which will enhance children’s knowledge and appreciation of print materials
· The student will be able to successfully provide children with pleasurable experiences with books
· The student will demonstrate the ability utilize electronic and print resources to extend their understanding of language and literature study
· The student will demonstrate the ability to enhance other curricular areas through the selection of appropriate literature.
· The student will develop a sense of motivation to become a lifelong reader and writer as part of their professional work as a teacher of young children
 
Texts:
Professional Texts:
Readings provided in class.
 
Children’s Texts (any edition):
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
El Deafo by CeCe Bell
Various children’s books
 
Assessment:
All assignments will be graded on a points basis.  Final grades will be based on the percentage of total points received, according to the scale below:
 
A         94-100%
A-        91-93%
B+       88-90%
B-        81-83%
C+       78-80%
C         74-77%
C-        71-73%
D+       68-70%
D         64-67%
D-        60-64%
F          0-59%
 
 
University of Pittsburgh Policy Statements:
Academic Integrity. Students in this course will be expected to comply with the University of Pittsburgh's Policy on Academic Integrity. Any student suspected of violating this obligation for any reason during the semester will be required to participate in the procedural process, initiated at the instructor level, as outlined in the University Guidelines on Academic Integrity. This may include, but is not limited to, the confiscation of the examination of any individual suspected of violating University Policy. Furthermore, no student may bring any unauthorized materials to an exam, including dictionaries and programmable calculators.
Disability Services. If you have a disability that requires special testing accommodations or other classroom modifications, you need to notify both the instructor and Disability Resources and Services no later than the second week of the term. You may be asked to provide documentation of your disability to determine the appropriateness of accommodations. To notify Disability Resources and Services, call (412) 648-7890 (Voice or TTD) to schedule an appointment. The Disability Resources and Services office is located in 140 William Pitt Union on the Oakland campus.
Statement on Classroom Recording. To ensure the free and open discussion of ideas, students may not record classroom lectures, discussion and/or activities without the advance written permission of the instructor, and any such recording properly approved in advance can be used solely for the student’s own private use.
Departmental Grievance Procedure.  TLL Departmental Grievance Procedures:  The purpose of grievance procedures is to ensure the rights and responsibilities of faculty and students in their relationships with each other. When a student in DIL believes that a faculty member has not met his or her obligations (as an instructor or in another capacity) as described in the Academic Integrity Guidelines, the student should follow this procedure: 
 
1. The student should talk directly to the faculty member to attempt to resolve the matter.
2. If the matter cannot be resolved at that level, the student should talk to the relevant program coordinator.
3. If the matter remains unresolved, the student should talk to the associate chair of TLL.
4. If needed, the student should next talk to the SOE associate dean of students.
5. If the matter still remains unresolved, the student should file a written statement of charges with the dean’s designated Academic Integrity Administrative Officer.
 
Course Policies: 
· Attendance is required and will be taken during class.  After two absences, each additional absence will result in the deduction of 15 points from the final grade.  Students who have extenuating circumstances should confer with the instructor.
· In order to facilitate discussion and an open flow of ideas, students may not record (audio or video) the class, without explicit, written permission from the instructor.
· All work is expected to be original and in compliance with University standards for academic integrity.
· Students are expected to participate in all full group, small group, and individual activities, both in class and online. 
· Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner.  This refers to your conduct, speech, and modes of interaction with the professor and the class members, both in person and online.
· It is assumed that students will not engage in off task, non-professional activities during class time.  These activities include, but are not limited to the following:  texting, surfing the net, phone calls, emailing, doing work for other classes, carrying on personal conversations, and engaging in other off task activities. In short, you are expected to be fully present and engaged in class.
· Work is expected to be submitted on time. Assignments received late, but within a week of the deadline will receive a 10% reduction in points.  Assignments will receive an additional 10% reduction of points for each week thereafter. 

