
TLL 2513: Instructional Methods for Students with High Incidence Disabilities 
5401 Wesley W. Posvar Hall 
Fall 2023
Wednesday 5 PM – 7:30 PM

INSTRUCTORS:  

	Dr. Phillandra S. Smith
Pronouns: she/her
Email:  psmith06@pitt.edu 
Office Hours:  By appointment
	Dr. Alison Huguley
Pronouns: she/her
Email: alh451@pitt.edu
Office Hours: By appointment



Course Description:  This course is designed to prepare special education teacher candidates to teach children with high incidence disabilities such as learning disabilities, mild intellectual disabilities, and behavioral disorders. The curriculum focuses on the special educators’ role in the continuum of classroom settings and the teaching methods utilized with this population. Reading, spelling, and written language are often primary areas of concern for these students. We will explore how structured literacy serves everyone, but is critical for readers who struggle. The course will provide systematic approaches to determining students’ ability level and explicit instructional strategies for each of these areas. Mathematics and content area instruction will also be addressed. Throughout the course, the importance of appropriate modes of instruction to increase student participation will be illustrated. The course assignments intend to assist special education teacher candidates in the skills of designing appropriate teaching lessons with effective instructional strategies and monitoring the effect of these strategies on student learning.

Course Requirements:
Reading: The course readings are indicated on the course schedule and should be completed prior to class. 

University of Pittsburgh Teacher Education Attendance Policy: The teacher education faculty at the University of Pittsburgh view our courses as communities of practice.  This means that we gather for collective critical inquiry and reflection that is focused on building shared knowledge over time.  To be an active member of our community of practice, it is important to attend face to face courses prepared to engage with the course instructor, course colleagues, and course materials.  While we believe course attendance adds value to the community of practice, we also know there may be times when students must miss class to attend to other needs.  In these cases, you are afforded up to one absence per course hour.  This means that if your course meets three times per week for 50 minutes each session, you are permitted three absences.  If your course meets two times per week for an hour and fifteen minutes each session, you are permitted two absences.  If your class meets once per week for two hours and thirty minutes, you are permitted one absence. Absences should be reserved for illness or unavoidable personal conflicts.  Please see individual course syllabi, course instructors, and your program coordinator for additional information regarding attendance or absences that extend beyond this policy.

University of Pittsburgh Teacher Education Course Grade Requirement: You must earn a minimum of a C in all teacher education major coursework.  You must complete all coursework in order to pass each course. Pennsylvania Department of Education requires that you must enter a teacher education program with and maintain an overall 3.0 GPA. If you do not maintain a 3.0 GPA, you will be prohibited from student teaching or earning certification. 


