
Teaching and Learning in Secondary English Arts 1 
Instruction and Learning 2230  

Fall 2021 
Tuesdays 5:00 – 7:30 pm 

3 Credits 
 
Classroom: 5400 Posvar Hall  
Instructor: Katrina Bartow Jacobs, Ph.D. 
Email: kbjacobs@pitt.edu 
Phone: 412-648-3117 
Office location: TBA 
Office hours: By Appointment 
 

 
School of Education Mission/Vision 

We ignite learning. We strive for well-being for all. We teach. We commit to student, 
family, and community success. We commit to educational equity. We advocate. We 
work for justice. We cultivate relationships. We forge engaged partnerships. We 
collaborate. We learn with and from communities. We innovate and agitate. We pursue 
and produce knowledge. We research. We disrupt and transform inequitable 
educational structures. We approach learning as intertwined with health, wellness, and 
human development. We address how national, global, social, and technological change 
impacts learning. We shape practice and policy. We teach with and for dignity. We 
think. We dream. We lead with integrity. We are the School of Education at the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

 
Course Description 
In this course, teacher candidates are introduced to current issues and effective teaching 
practices in secondary English language arts education. Teacher candidates will learn the 
characteristics of English language arts classrooms, curriculum and instruction that are inquiry-
based, cognitively challenging, and engaging for adolescents. The course is a required teaching 
methods course in the English Education Masters of Arts and Teaching (MAT), MOSAIC, and 
Professional Year programs.  
 

Learning Goals 
At the end of the course you will be able to:  
• Reconsider what English Language Arts are and can be (including New Literacies & 21st 

Century Literacies). 
• Understand how issues of equity, diversity and social justice shape U.S. schooling and the 

practice of teaching.  
• Develop a vision for inquiry-based, meaningful literacy learning for adolescents. 

• Reflect on your engagement in “best practices” in ELA instruction (as students) and apply 
what you learn to your own teaching practice.  

• Learn about lesson planning as a professional practice 
• Design, revise, and enact lesson plans, in class and in your placement 

mailto:kbjacobs@pitt.edu
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• Participate in a professional learning community (PLC) by giving and receiving constructive 
feedback with peers. 

 

Required Texts and Supplies 
• Milner, R. (2010). Start Where You Are, But Don’t Stay There. Boston, MA: Harvard Ed 

Press 
• Myers, W. D. (2004). Monster. New York: Amistad Press. 
• The program also requires that you obtain copies of the following literary texts that are 

commonly used in ELA classrooms: To Kill and Mockingbird and Romeo and Juliet.  Any 
edition of these books is fine. 

• Additional readings and materials will be available on Canvas 
 

Course Format and Pedagogy 
Due to the ongoing pandemic and uncertainty around public health, we are going to be flexible 
as a learning community.  We will start online, but hopefully move to in-person classes soon.  
 
Our class will be guided by eight pedagogical (teaching) “tools” that are used across the English 
Education teacher education programs. These tools have been shown to be highly effective in 
secondary literacy instruction, so we urge you to begin using them in your own classroom:  

 Shared Inquiry: All of our discussions will be based on the view that learning is a social 
process and that sharing multiple perspectives leads to better learning. As a whole class 
and in small groups, we will often discuss the readings and class activities through open-
ended questions that have no “right” answer.  

 Quickwrites: Often, class will begin with a quickwrite that asks you to spend 5-10 minutes 
writing on a question connected to the day’s topic. Sometimes the quickwrites will be 
collected so that your instructors can informally assess what you are learning and adjust 
our teaching to be more effective; other times, the quickwrites will serve as starting points 
for our discussions.  

 Charting:  We will use Post-It wall charts regularly to display and revisit our thinking 
whether we are working as a whole group, in small groups (pairs or trios), or individually.  
Charting contributes to socializing intelligence by making thinking visible so that it can be 
studied and referenced. 

 Modeling: Throughout the course, we will model current “best practices” in the teaching 
of reading and writing. This will usually require that you position yourself as student 
readers and writers and engage in an active and interactive learning task.  

 Step Backs: Often after we have modeled an aspect of teaching reading and/or writing, we 
will reflect on that experience. You will be asked to “step back” and think about and 
reflect on the experience as a student, a teacher, and a curriculum designer. The goal is to 
make your instructors’ pedagogical logic, choices, and “moves” visible and to consider 
those choices through multiple perspectives.  

 Formative Assessment: We will use a variety of ways to informally assess your learning 
and our teaching. Often this will be done through quickwrites, but we will also use 
class/Canvas discussions, anonymous feedback, and short activities to assess your learning 
informally, that is, without evaluating you (giving you a grade).  

 Connections to Out-of-Class Experiences/Placements: Most of the graded assignments for 
this course will ask that you make connections between the material you learn in this class 
and your experiences in your placements, just as research shows that secondary students 
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are more engaged and productive in classroom literacy when connections are made to 
their out-of-school lives and topics that are immediately relevant to them.  

 

 
Grading and Assignments   
 
Fieldnotes, Observations, & Data Collection (20 points – 5 for each entry) 
During the initial weeks of your placement, you will observe several dimensions of your 
mentor's practice and your own practice in your English language arts classroom sites. These 
dimensions include: 1) classroom talk; 2) using multiple modes of instruction; 3) formative 
assessment; and 4) how theory is being used in teaching practice.  

Lesson Planning and Feedback to Peers (20 points) 

Throughout this course, we will attend to specific aspects of lesson design: establishing learning 
goals, getting students started with warm-up/gateway activities, developing appropriately 
sequenced questions and prompts to guide students’ reading and discussion, designing 
formative assessments to assess students’ learning, and so forth.   
 
You will submit one complete lesson plan using the English Education lesson planning template.  
You will get feedback from peers and instructors on this draft, and then revise. 
 
Extended Definition of English Language Arts Project (30 points) 
 
Throughout this course, we will trace the margins of what counts as ELA learning both in terms 
of curriculum and pedagogy; that is, in terms of both what students learn and how they learn it.  
We will consider the long-standing traditions of ELA alongside the emergent demands of the 21st 
century.  We will critically examine many aspects of ELA teaching and consider the extent to 
which issues of access, opportunity, and advocacy are taken up, both explicitly and implicitly, in 
our classrooms. 
 
For this assignment, you will develop an extended definition of English Language Arts that will 
serve as a conceptual framework to guide your teaching.  Your definition will draw upon 
readings and concepts from our course, Dr. Godley’s course, as well as your field experiences in 
order to define the goals and processes of ELA learning as you see them, as well as to define the 
boundaries in which you plan to situate your practice.  You will consider topics such as the role 
of traditional literature and grammar instruction, the role of new literacies and alternative 
modes of representation, the extent to which ELA instruction is responsible for taking up issues 
related to diversity and social justice, the relationships between ELA learning and “college and 
career readiness,” the role of moral development and identity construction in ELA learning, as 
well as other topics of interest to you. 
 
Your project will involve 2 components: (1) a 10-page written account of your definition with 
references to relevant source materials, and (2) a non-print representation of your definition in 
a mode of your choosing.  We will discuss these requirements in greater detail during our class 
meetings. 
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Critical Moment of Practice (15 points each) 
 
One of the main goals of this course is to work together to collaboratively inquire into what it 
means to be an English/Language Arts teacher. The goal is not to be “the expert” by the end of 
the semester, but rather to learn how to explore your own moments of uncertainty, learning, 
and engaging in the classroom. Your peers are a critical resource in this endeavor. During the 
semester, you will sign up twice to share two “critical moment” from your field experiences to 
your small group. This includes 

• Completing the Critical Moment Narrative (see Canvas for template) 
o This description must be made available on Canvas by 5 pm the Sunday before 

you present 
• You will present a brief description of your critical moment and provide some guiding 

questions/themes for discussion. This should be about 1-2 minutes. 
• You will then facilitate a 15-minute discussion in your group about your critical moment. 

For the first 10 minutes, you must be silent and engage in active listening. For the last 5 
minutes, you will engage with your peers in inquiring into the moment and what can be 
learned 

• Finally, you will complete a one-page reflection on the experience, turned in on Canvas. 
This reflection is due the week following your presentation. 

 
 
 
Competence Policy 
It is expected that all students receive at least a minimum level of competence on each 
assignment, defined by a grade of B in order to pass the course. Assignments that receive a 
grade below a B must be revised and resubmitted within two weeks. In addition, completion of 
all assignments is a requirement to pass the class. 
 
Grading Scale: 
A+ = 99-100 points   A= 94-98 points  A- 90-93 points  B+ = 88-89 points  B = 84-87  B = 80-83 
 C+ = 78-79 points     C = 74-77 points  C- = 70-73 points   Fail = below 70 points 
 

Other Information 
You must attend and participate in all required classes and activities (including any online 
discussions), come to synchronous meetings on time with all required assignments and readings, 
and be actively involved and on task in class discussions and activities. Any absences will 
decrease your final grade except religious holidays and documented emergencies. If you need to 
miss class due to religious observances, you must notify me in advance and arrange to make up 
the work you miss. If you need an extension, please inform me 48 hours in advance of when the 
assignment is due and I will work out a new deadline with you. If you request an extension 
within 48 hours of the due date it should be due to a sudden emergency. 
 
•  Please see the English Education Handbook for program policies including those regarding 
attendance and late work.  
•  All cell phones should be turned off during class.  
•  You are encouraged to bring laptops or other devices to class, as we will frequently be looking 
for resources or creating projects and plans during class.  However, they are to be kept closed in 
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class unless in use. Please do not use laptops, phones, or other devices for personal or off-topic 
work during class. Stay engaged.  
• All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course. Assignments are due at or 
before the beginning of class or as specified for electronic submissions. 
•  All of the writing you do for this seminar should be word-processed in 12 point font (yielding 
approximately 250-300 words/page) with one inch margins.  Proficiency with the conventions of 
Academic Written English must be demonstrated as part of the professional competence of all 
prospective teachers of English.  
•  At any point during the semester if you are not doing satisfactory work, I will let you know in 
writing immediately.  
•  Most assignments will be returned to you within a week with written feedback and 
evaluation. 
•  You can expect that I will respond to your emails within 24 hours Monday through Friday and 
48 hours over the weekend.  
• University Policy on Classroom Recording: To ensure the free and open discussion of ideas, 
students may not record classroom lectures, discussion and/or activities without the advance 
written permission of the instructor, and any such recording properly approved in advance can 
be used solely for the student’s own private use. 
•  If you need to miss class for a religious observance, please notify me as early as possible in the 
term so that we can arrange make up work.  
•  If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are 
encouraged to contact both your instructor and Disability Resources and Services (DRS), 140 
William Pitt Union (412) 648-7890, drsrecep@pitt.edu, (412) 228-5347 for P3 ALS users, as early 
as possible in the term.  DRS will verify your disability and determine reasonable 
accommodations for this course.  
•  You are expected to maintain your responsibility towards academic integrity as stated in the 
University of Pittsburgh academic policies and as stated in the English Education handbook.   
Students in this course will be expected to comply with the University of Pittsburgh's Policy on 
Academic Integrity. Any student suspected of violating this obligation for any reason during the 
semester will be required to participate in the procedural process, initiated at the instructor 
level, as outlined in the University Guidelines on Academic Integrity. This may include, but is not 
limited to, the confiscation of the examination of any individual suspected of violating University 
Policy. Furthermore, no student may bring any unauthorized materials to an exam, including 
dictionaries and programmable calculators. 

 

Food/Housing Insecurity 
Many students, both undergraduate and graduate, experience housing and/or food insecurity 
that can impact their academic work and general health. Please know there are resources 
available to you that are confidential. Of course you are welcome to speak with me if you need 
support in contacting the right people/offices: 
 
Pitt Pantry (Food Pantry available to the wider University community)  
https://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/pittserves/sustain/pantry/ 
Off-Campus Housing Office: http://www.ocl.pitt.edu/ 
 

Community/Civility Statement 

mailto:drsrecep@pitt.edu
http://www.as.pitt.edu/fac/policies/academic-integrity
http://www.as.pitt.edu/fac/policies/academic-integrity
http://www.ocl.pitt.edu/
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As educators, we will operate from a standpoint that everyone believes that all students deserve 
a quality education in a respectful setting.  The same can be said for university learning. A 
university classroom is, by definition, a space where free exchange of ideas must happen, but 
where consideration for others, their views and their life experiences is also paramount.  When 
you are uncomfortable with an idea, it is your right to speak up about that.  As we learn with 
and about people with very different life experiences and beliefs from our own, it is imperative 
that we respect these perspectives and use respectful language in discussing and challenging 
ideas.  Our goal is to create a community where productive disruption and uncertainty are 
cultivated. Carefully consider your language choices to ensure that all learners feel valued and 
that encourage a growth mindset from all of us.  If at any time, you are uncomfortable please 
feel free to speak up and/or speak to me privately. 
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`Course Schedule for Fall 2021 
Please note that this is a tentative schedule and is subject to change during the 
semester.  However, I will never make any assignment due sooner than the dates 
indicated below. 
 

Class Session Topics To Be Completed Before 
Class: 
 
(Asterisk signifies text is on 
Canvas) 

Assignments Due  
 
(Unless otherwise 
noted, due at 
scheduled class time) 

Class 1 
August 31 
ONLINE 

Introductions 

Lesson Design – The 
Professional Practice of an 
English Educator 

Complete all Summer 
reading assignments 

 

Class 2 
September 7 
ONLINE 
 

Nuts and Bolts of Lesson 
Design Part 1 

Myers, Monster 
 
How Students Read* 

 

Class 3 
September 14 

Nuts and Bolts of Lesson 
Design Part 2 

Myers, Monster 

Pendulum of 
Standardization* 

Fieldnotes #1: Focal 
Students Double-
Entry 

Rough draft of lesson 
plan 

Class 4 
September 21 

The Social Context of ELA 
Learning 

Myers, Monster 

Milner  

Peer feedback of 
lesson plan draft 

Class 5 
September 28 

Equity, Access, Opportunity 

 

Myers, Monster 

Milner  

Fieldnotes #2: 
Assessment Use and 
Student Talk 

 

Class 6 
October 5 

Leveraging the Literate Lives 
of Our Students 

 

Myers, Monster 

Social Media and Kids* 

Revised Lesson Plan 
due 

Class 7 
October 12 

Standards, Learning, and 
Everything in Between 

Counterstories* Fieldnotes #3: Equity 
and Inclusion in the 
ELA classroom 

Class 8 
October 19 

Classrooms as Learning 
Communities 

Classmates’ Critical 
Moment Texts* 

Critical Narrative 1 
posted by Sunday at 
noon for those going 
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 this week (Half of 
each small group) 

Class 9 
October 26 

Differentiation, Differences, 
and Waking Up 

Classmates’ Critical 
Moment Texts* 

Fieldnotes #4: 
Modalities in the ELA 
Classroom 

Critical Narrative 1 
posted by Sunday at 
noon for those going 
this week (Half of 
each small group) 

Reflection due for 
students who 
presented week of 
Class 8 

Class 10 
November 2 

Philosophies of Teaching and 
Learning 

Applebee (1996)* 

Fecho (2000)* 

 

Reflection due for 
students who 
presented week of 
Class 9 

Class 11 
November 9 

Reflection and Professional 
Growth 

Classmates’ Critical 
Moment Texts* 

 

Critical Narrative 2 
posted by Sunday at 
noon for those going 
this week (Half of 
each small group) 

Class 12 
November 16 

Tradition and Creation Classmates’ Critical 
Moment Texts* 

 

Critical Narrative 2 
posted by Sunday at 
noon for those going 
this week (Half of 
each small group) 

Reflection due for 
students who 
presented week of 
Class 11 

NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING BREAK 

Class 13 
November 30 

Visions for Ourselves and Our 
Students 

 Reflection due for 
students who 
presented week of 
Class 12 

Class 14 
December 7 

OPEN TOPIC – we will vote 
on a particular topic to delve 
into as a class 

 Extended Definition 
of ELA – Share drafts 
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Class 15 
December 14 

OPEN TOPIC – we will vote 
on a particular topic to delve 
into as a class 

  

 
 
 
 
Date I Present my Critical Moment Narrative 1 In Class: _________________ 
 
Date Critical Moment 1 Reflection is Due (1 week later): ________________ 
 
Date I Present my Critical Moment Narrative 2 In Class: _________________ 
 
Date Critical Moment 2 Reflection is Due (1 week later): ________________ 
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