
 1 

 
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 

School of Education 

EDUC 3102: First Year Ph.D. Seminar I 
Friday (bi-weekly), 1:00 to 3:30 PM 

5405 Wesley W. Posvar Hall 
 

Instructor: Co-taught by Drs. Byeong-Young Cho (choby@pitt.edu) & Linda DeAngelo (deangelo@pitt.edu) 
Office Hours: 1 hour before and after class & By appointment 

Teaching Assistant: Sarah E. Kurz (sek164@pitt.edu ) 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

 
All Ph.D. students in the School of Education at the University of Pittsburgh complete the same milestones and 
participate as full-time students in research-intensive apprenticeships. This seminar series was developed to 
address numerous doctoral skills and competencies in preparation for your research apprenticeships and 
independent scholarship. Specifically, the fall seminar topics will include ethical and legal considerations for 
conducting research, University IRB requirements, identifying a research topic, conducting a literature search, and 
selecting the appropriate model for the literature review for your first milestone.  
 
By the end of the fall seminar, students will have identified a topic for their first milestone (preliminary 
exam/predissertation proposal). By the end of the spring semester, students will have outlined a literature review 
and research questions for their pre-dissertation proposal. 
 

TEXTS 
 

School of Education’s Area of Concentration (ARCO) Ph.D. Program Handbook 
https://www.education.pitt.edu/FutureStudents/PhDPrograms.aspx   

American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th Ed.). 
Washington DC: The Author. Available at https://apastyle.apa.org/manual/new-7th-edition  
(The new APA manual is being released in October and it can be pre-ordered at this time). 

Boote, D. N., & Beile, P. (2005). Scholars before researchers: On the centrality of the dissertation literature review 
in research preparation. Educational Researcher, 34(6), 3-15.  

Crotty, M. (1998). Introduction: The research process. In The foundations of social research: Meaning and 
perspective in the research process (pp. 1-17). London, UK: SAGE Publications.   

Maxwell, J. A. (2006). Literature reviews of, and for, educational research: A commentary on Boote and Beile’s 
“Scholars Before Researchers.” Educational Researcher, 35(9), 28-31.  

Additional required readings will be available on Courseweb or distributed in class.  
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Complete all assigned readings – Students are responsible for reading all of the assigned texts before class. 
Students' preparedness for the class will enhance our discussions as well as your understanding of the material 
presented.   
 
Class Participation – Students are expected to attend class and participate in class discussions. 
 
Grades – Grades will be determined by completion of assignments (75%) and active participation in class 
discussions (25%). 

mailto:choby@pitt.edu
mailto:sek164@pitt.edu
https://www.education.pitt.edu/FutureStudents/PhDPrograms.aspx
https://apastyle.apa.org/manual/new-7th-edition
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Class Assignments – Assignments need to be completed prior to class and are submitted through the Assignments 
Tab on Coursweb. Extensions will be granted only for serious and unavoidable events, and the revised due date 
must be negotiated with the instructor at least 24 hours in advance.  
 
Incomplete Grades – are strongly discouraged and will also only be granted in extreme cases. 
 
Attendance Policy – If more than 1 class is missed, the grade a student receives in the course will be dropped. 

 
POLICIES 

 
Accommodations for students with disabilities – If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an 
accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and Disability Resources and Services (DRS, 
https://sierra.accessiblelearning.com/pitt/), 140 William Pitt Union (412) 648-7890, drsrecep@pitt.edu, (412) 228-
5347 for P3 ALS users, as early as possible in the term.  DRS will verify your disability and determine reasonable 
accommodations for this course. 
 
Academic Integrity - The rights and responsibilities of faculty and students are described in the University's 
Academic Integrity Guidelines at http://www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/02/02-03-02.html. In the event that a 
student believes that the instructors for this course have not met their obligations as described in the Academic 
Integrity Guidelines, the student should follow the procedure described in the Guidelines (p. 16) by (1) first trying 
to resolve the matter with the faculty member directly; (2) then, if needed, attempting to resolve the matter 
through conversations with your program chair; (3) if needed, next talking to the assistant dean for student 
services in the SOE; and (4) if needed, filing a written statement of charges with the school’s academic integrity 
officer. 
 
  

https://sierra.accessiblelearning.com/pitt/
mailto:drsrecep@pitt.edu
http://www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/02/02-03-02.html
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Class Date Topics Assignments 
1 9/13 Introduction & Overview:  

• Ph.D. program & milestones 
• Identity statement: Consider who you are, how you 

want to grow, and what you desire to accomplish.   
• Academia, disciplinary communities, and discourses 

Program Review: Review your ARCO's 
Ph.D. program handbook. 

 

2 9/27 Resources for Coursework, Literature Review, Academic 
Interest, & Research: 
• Marian Hampton (Hillman Library): Library system, 

education databases, e-books and electronic journals, 
grant searches (scholarships and fellowships). 

• Literature searching as an inquiry process 
• Larry Ivanco: Pitt’s IRB, CITI Modules, and other ethical 

issues in research 
• Security clearances: Sarah Kurz 
• Statement of Research Interest 1.0 guideline 

Submit your Identity Statement 

3 10/11 Foundations of Research 
• Discussion of Research Interests 1.0 
• APA style guide: 7th edition 
• The Research Process: Crotty (1998) 

 

Statement of Research Interests 1.0: Bring 
your statement with you in class. 

4 10/25 Scholar Identities and Development of Scholarships 
• Faculty panel discussion “The long and winding road to 

developing a line of research in grad school and 
beyond”: Drs. Linda Kucan, Kevin Crowley, & Lori 
Delae-O’Connor  

• Discussion of Advisor Meeting Results 
• Statement of Research Interests 2.0 guideline 

 

IRB Training & Security Clearance: 
Complete the IRB modules and security 
clearances. Report the result to advisor 
and course instructor. 

Advisor meeting: Share your statement 
and consult your advisor if your goals 
are worth pursuing and achievable. 

5 11/8 Pre-doctoral Inquiry Experience: 
• Pre-dissertation Study (Milestone 1&2) 
• Lessons from graduate researchers: Hyeju Han, 

Alberto Guzman-Alvarez, Olivia Enders; Sarah Kurz 
• Discussion of Research Interests 2.0 

 

Statement of Research Interests 2.0. Bring 
your updated statement with you in class 
(including supportive references and 
reflection of advisor comments). 

6 11/22 Introduction to Literature Review: What is it? Why does that 
matter? How could it be done successfully?   
• Boote & Beile (2005) 
• Maxwell (2006) 

Complete the assigned readings 

7 12/6 Discussion and Sharing of Research Interests 3.0 
Next Steps 

Statement of Research Interests 3.0. Bring 
your final statement with you in class 
(incorporating the relevant research 
literature).  

 
*The statements contained in this syllabus, other than the course policies, are subject to change with reasonable 
advance notice as deemed acceptable by the instructors.  

Updated 8/19/2019 
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